Primary lesions of bone in the 1st decade of life: retrospective survey of biopsy results.
Primary bone tumors in early childhood are uncommon, and the incidence of malignancy in the 1st decade of life has not been evaluated adequately in the literature. For this reason, we conducted a retrospective review of 268 biopsies of the bone in 249 patients who were less than 10 years of age. Benign tumors were found much more frequently than malignant lesions. Osteochondroma and histiocytosis X were the most common lesions. The incidence of several benign lesions in our series was deceptively low, as many lesions showed typical radiographic findings, precluding the need for biopsy or excision. Of 41 primary malignant bone tumors, Ewing sarcoma was slightly more common than osteosarcoma. The rib was the most frequent site of the former; the distal femur, of the latter.